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Our Vision:  “We are a church partnering with 
God by intentionally building the Kingdom of 
God, through abiding in Christ, discerning 
God’s will and discipling others in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” 

Lead Pastor 

What a year of transition we have had! Last 
summer, we said farewell and grieved the leaving of 
David and Susan Brown. The response of Team 
Network, Rich and me to this change was a 
commitment to looking at the needs of the 
congregation and asking how we best move 
forward, while, of course, allowing for time to mourn 
the leaving of the Browns. After much prayer and 
discernment, it was decided that we would move 
forward with Rich Williams and me in new positions, 
and search for a Minister of Music to add to the 
team. As the plan was announced, I was 
overwhelmed by the loving and supportive 
response of many in the church; one person said, “I 
have been waiting for you to step into this role!” 

As fall started, Rich and I transitioned into these 
new positions, with new titles of Discipleship Pastor 
and Lead Pastor, just in time to be joined by not 
one but two new staff members who would assist in 

 
Rev. Lara Heise joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 2012, 
as the Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, Lara 
transitioned into the role of Lead 
Pastor. Lara has a passion for 
preaching and teaching God’s 
word and for walking with people 
as they discover who God has 
created them be. Lara is active in 
the Anti-Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She and her 
husband, David Heise, have two 
children: Lola and Devin. 

 

 



the leading of music. The addition of new staff 
always means transitions in the church office and in 
the pews. I am sure I am not the only one who 
wondered how it would all work out! It didn’t take 
long though for both Livingston Garland and Jan 
Sutherland to become valued and loved members 
of our team. Both brought gifts, passion, and fun to 
every meeting and worship service. 

By winter, it seemed that we were moving toward 
finding a new normal. Sunday’s worship seemed to 
have hit a comfortable stride, our relationship as a 
staff was deepening, and it seemed as though Rich 
and I were starting to get a real handle on our 
positions. Then, we had another transition. Our 
beloved Rev. Dr. Joseph Mortensen announced his 
move. Though Joe had been retired from the senior 
position of the church for a while, his presence was 
a source of comfort for many. 

On the heels of Joe’s leaving, in late May, 
Livingston Garland announced his departure and 
has left to begin graduate school; which will signal 
another transition in the church’s music department 
as Jan steps into a larger role over all the church’s 
music programs. Finally, on June 19th, Rich 
announced his leaving as well. (More information is 
available on that later in the newsletter.) 
Wow!  Little did we know last summer, what a year 
of transition 2016 would be! 

I know that it can be uncomfortable to think about 
our losses, after all human beings have a natural 
tendency to shy away from discomfort and pain, but 
I think that, as a community, it is important for us to 
name the anxiety, pain, and fear that we are 
experiencing. All of those emotions are normal and 
acceptable for a body like ours who has had so 
many transitions! To ignore them or to push them 
aside and not allow the space to say “I am hurting” 
is not healthy. We need to find healthy ways, as a 
congregation, to express the emotions of this past 
year. (This will be something that I will be 
discussing with Team Network at July’s meeting.) 

Pastor Rich Williams joined the 
pastoral staff  in June 2004 as the 
Youth and Young Adult Pastor; in 
June 2015, he transitioned into 
the role of Discipleship Pastor.  
Rich’s passion is to journey 
alongside and challenge people of 
all ages to claim their true identity 
in Christ and to live that out in the 
world. Rich is active in the local 
Youth Ministers’ group, 
Sneakerpalooza, and in the lives 
of the church youth. He and his 
wife, Sue Williams, have two 
children: Ceonni and Isaiah. 

  

Prayer 
Partners 

  

For those that grieve:  
The Quentin Greiner 
family, Eagle Ridge 
Church of God and 
ShelterHouse 

  

For the health needs of 
many of our church 
family:  Kathy Burch, Dale 
Green, Elaine Parsons, 
Jeff and Joyce Phillips, 
Anne Poindexter, Andrea 
Ross, Leona 
Seamster,  Marcia 
Williams & Denny & Judy 
Zeiss. 
  

And the needs of loved 
ones:  Acacia (Walter's 
granddaughter), Carter 
(Mary Lou Sperry's 
nephew), Charlie 
Breedlove (Liz Smith’s 
nephew), Kim Francisco, 
Isaac Ciluffo (Puckett's 
grandbaby), Shirley 
Gagnon (Kathy Burch's 



I believe, that though it would seem as though 
everything seems as if it is in a state of upheaval, 
God is at work in our church. Nothing that has 
happened is a surprise to Him! I believe that we 
being faithful in asking who He has made First 
Baptist to be and in seeking His leading for our 
church’s future, that process of seeking is going to 
continue as we prayerfully consider how to move 
forward. God will lead us on!    

~Rev. Lara Heise 

  
 

 
 
Family Camp 

Family Camp is coming soon for us at Camp Lake 
Louise!  It is again scheduled for Labor Day 
weekend: September 2 - 4. There is a signup sheet on the 
glass table in the Narthex. This year we may join together 
with another group to boost our numbers. If you have 
questions, ask Allen Ross. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sister-in-law), Mark 
Parsons, Rebecca (Elaine 
Parsons' friend), Marcee 
Simpson (Nate & Joyce 
Poland's daughter), 
Marcus Terwillegar, Rena 
Walker, & Sonya (Renna 
Yuill's aunt) 
  
If you know of other folks 
in our church who need 
special prayer, please 
contact the church office 
by phone: 835-6731 or by 
email: 

office@midlandfbc.com. 
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RESIGNATION OF PASTOR RICH WILLIAMS 

  

After 12 years of dedicated service to First Baptist Church, Pastor Rich Williams 
submitted a letter of resignation on June 13, 2016.  His last Sunday will be July 
24, with his last day in the office being August 11.  A transcript of the dialog that 
was spoken from the pulpit on Sunday, June 19, by Rich, Allen and Lara, is 
being mailed to the congregational mailing list so that everyone has the same 
information.  We want to support Rich and his family in their transition, and to 
love on them as best we can.  The date of July 23 is proposed to celebrate 
Rich’s ministry over these years, and also that of Sue, Ceonni and Isaiah.  

~Allen Ross, Moderator 
  

DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR 

Since April, I have been working through a tough question. Do I need to resign 
as a staff member of First Baptist Church? On June 4, 2016, I came to the 
decision that it was time to resign. 

This decision was very difficult because of the wonderful relationships my family 
and I have with church members and staff, how much time we have been 
together as a church body and the wonderful memories we created together. I 
will cherish these forever.  

It has also been an extreme privilege for me to have worked with the youth of 
this church for the past 12 years. Each youth has made their mark on my life and 
will remain with me always. I am thankful to all the parents, volunteers and others 
who have been supportive and co-laborers in loving our young people, sharing 
our faith with them and praying for them.   

I am thankful to have had the joy of working with the young adults and other 
adults in a more significant and intentional way in the recent past. I have been 
touched by many who have participated alongside me in events, mission trips, 
service opportunities, times of teaching and fun at First Baptist. 

In God’s Love, 
 
Rich 
  

 

 

 

 
 



Softball   

Come join us as we "cheer" our FBC Team, fellowship together, and share ice cream 
together!!! 

  
 

Summer "Connections" 

Location: Plymouth Park, “H” Pavilion - by the little league fields 

Wednesdays @ 6:16PM - 8PM 

Themes by Date:  

June 29   -  "The Olympics" - The Williams  

July   6    -  "Shoes" - Andrew & Yolanda Bone & Cindy Kwok 

July 13    -  "Corn Hole Tournament" - The Hitts 

July 20    -  "Organized Yard & Table Games" - The Bergmans 

July 27    -  "Dr. Seuss" - Dave Pellegrom                   
  

Vision/Purpose of Connections: To have a mid-week family-focused presence for the 
whole church family, that would encourage tighter bonds and deeper friendships.   

Additionally, this is a fun and safe place to invite a friend, co-worker or someone you 
want to connect to your church family. REMEMBER this is a potluck meal…bring your 
own drink and a dish to pass…plates, cups, silverware will be provided.   

We will have spaces near the walkway for those who need a smooth path. We hope to 
have a few people available as valets. We want to include as many people as 
possible. In case of a bad storm, we will meet at the church. 

 

 



New Bible Study Group 

A new Bible study group is starting! It will focus on the book of Acts and we will support 
our study with N.T. Wright’s book titled “Acts”, which is available on Amazon. The first 
meeting of the Acts Bible Study will be Monday, July 18, 2016; come prepared to 
discuss chapter 1! The schedule may change based on the needs of the group that 
attend. 

 

Sermon Series:  

The goal for our sermon series this year was to work through the Gospel of Luke and 
the book of Acts. The first part of the year, the series was entitled “Know the Story” 
since the focus really was on knowing the narrative and teachings of Jesus. For the 
second part of the year, as we work through the book of Acts, the series will be called “ 
Kingdom: The Next Chapter.” The title plays off of the “Knowing the Story” title but also 
gives an understanding that the focus of the book of Acts is really on what it means for 
believers to live out our lives in the Kingdom which Jesus ushered in! What an exciting 
year we have ahead! 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ONE WEEK, ONE STREET 

Mission Projects 

  



  
  

  

 



  

 
  



 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

MUSIC NOTES from the MUSIC MINISTER   

  

As we enjoy the heat and the relaxed summer schedule, we remember and reflect on the many 
opportunities to praise God through music and give thanks for the many people who offer to God their 
time and talents by their music participation and leadership in worship. 

There is still time to sign up to be a part of special summer music in August. As our choirs take a hiatus, 
I’d like to encourage you to contact me to sing or play a solo in worship, or to be a part of a small 
ensemble. You may do this by contacting me personally via email or phone. I'm willing to help you choose 
music. 

Did you know that the most often cited regret of adults when surveyed is either A) I didn’t have an 
opportunity to take music lessons/sing in a choir/play a band instrument as a child OR B) I took 
lessons/sang/played an instrument and then QUIT! Summer is a great time to take inventory of these 
regrets, warm up your voice, dust off an instrument, and consider joining a music ensemble at First 
Baptist in the fall. If you haven’t already, please take a minute to review our new Music Ministry 
Opportunities trifold located in the information rack by the chapel. All ages and abilities are welcome to 
take part.  

THANK YOU! Thank you to our summer soloists and instrumentalists. As always, I send a big thank you 
our organist John Lastovica, and our Praise and Worship team as they lead music each Sunday. John will 
be on vacation the month of July and I will be subbing for him at the organ. Enjoy your boat time, John! 

CALENDAR! It may seem too soon to think about, but Take Note! Children and Youth Choirs begin their 
fall season Monday, September 12. I am already planning for our Christmas musical, The Backward 
Christmas Pageant, December 11, and our spring musical, O, Jonah, May 14. 

REHEARSALS! There are no scheduled rehearsals for summer other than Praise and Worship team on 
Sundays at 8:45AM. Special summer music will be rehearsed as needed. 

NEW REHEARSAL TIME! Chancel Choir rehearsal will move to Thursday, 7:15-8:30PM, beginning 
August 30. 

As always, if you ever have any questions or concerns regarding our music in worship, please feel free to 
contact me via email, jan.sutherland@midlandfbc.com, jant@tm.net, or by phone here at the church. I am 
in the office all day Monday thru Wednesday. You may also reach me at home 835-1962. 

Many of you at First Baptist know that we, the pastors, myself and the property management team 
leaders, continue to listen and discern how to better position and thereby equip our music leaders to lead 
in worship. We also find ourselves in a time of leadership transition as Livingston has moved on to 
graduate school and Pastor Rich makes preparations for his final months. Transition can breed anxiety 
like mosquitos in a stagnant pond. As always, our prayer is simple: Lord, give us the strength to lead and 
the willingness to be led for Your glory. In this spirit, I have taken on the role of Praise and Worship 
leader, and will continue to develop our music ministry and our commitment to blended worship. I ask for 
your continued prayers for my health and my transition to being a single mother with teenagers, for our 
leadership, and for our church family in transition.                     ~Soli Deo Gloria, Jan Sutherland 
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First Baptist Church will sponsor a  

 "Healthy Congregations" Workshop  

August 13, 2016  -  8:30AM-5PM 
  

The Healthy Congregations workshop uses the insights of family systems theory to help 
church leaders and all members become more effective stewards of their 
congregation’s health. The workshop was developed by Dr. Peter Steinke and is based 
on the work of Dr. Edwin Friedman, author of Generation to Generation: Family Process 
in Church and Synagogue. 

Since the publication of Generation to Generation, many pastors have come to 
recognize the importance of understanding family systems theory as it relates to 
congregations. The Healthy Congregation workshop helps both leaders and all church 
members expand their insight into how churches function as emotional systems. 

Friedman noted that in many congregations today negative, reactive forces are allowed 
to set the agenda for the church. What can be done to prevent anxiety from becoming a 
toxic force in your congregation? The Healthy Congregations workshop is designed to 
equip leaders to respond to the presence or potential threat of anxiety in a 
congregational system in ways that prevent destructive conflict and help the church stay 
focused on its unique mission and purpose. 

Cost: $105 per person (includes manual and lunch), or $188 for a couple (sharing on 
manual; two lunches). 

Registration may be submitted to First Baptist Church, 915 E. Sugnet Road, Midland, 
MI 48642.  Attn: Healthy Congregations 

See www.LMPeaceCenter.org for more information on "Healthy Congregations." 
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THANK YOU 

  

Dear FBC family, 
Thank you so much for the scholarship for my Graduate school. As many of you know, I 
did receive my Masters in Social Work on May 6th from Michigan State 
University.  Thank you for your love and support during my schooling.  
~Love1Another Sue Williams 
  
Dear Jan Sutherland & FBC: 
Thank you so much for hosting the Northeast Spring Concert! We so appreciate the 
hospitality and the beautiful sanctuary. The concert went very well and was a great way 
to end our year!  
~Thanks, Jennifer Breneman & Sarah Haskett 
 
Dear FBC: 
Thank you for the flowers and thinking of us at this difficult time. 
~The Greiner Family 
FBC Congregation: 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry at Camp Lake Louise. Campers 
began arriving June 19th and we have a full summer ahead of us. We are working hard 
to get projects finished including a fully remodeled Women's Bathhouse, new team 
building initiatives and a remodeled camp store. Please pray for the campers who will 
attend this summer. We look forward to seeing many of you in the upcoming months.  
~Jonathan & Chelsy Eaton 
  
Dear FBC Family: 
Thank you for the cards, calls and prayers during my grandmother's recent illness and 
death, and for the lovely funeral luncheon you hosted for my family. Your love and care 
for me was expressed in so many ways...and much appreciated. Thank you for 
'adopting' me as one of your own!  
~Shelley Page  
  

 



 

 
  
  

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on 
MCTV. If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable 

MCTV digital box Channel 191 at 2:00 PM Thursdays,  and on digital box Channel 191, at 7:30 
PM, Wednesday evening. Church services in video format may also be viewed 

at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 
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We'd like to send Warm Birthday Wishes 

to all who have birthdays in August! 

August's Newsletter deadline is July 19
th

 at Noon. 

 

THANK YOU 

  

Dear FBC family, 
Thank you so much for the scholarship for my Graduate school. As many of you know, I 
did receive my Masters in Social Work on May 6th from Michigan State 
University.  Thank you for your love and support during my schooling.  
~Love1Another Sue Williams 

Dear Jan Sutherland & FBC: 
Thank you so much for hosting the Northeast Spring Concert! We so appreciate the 
hospitality and the beautiful sanctuary. The concert went very well and was a great way 
to end our year!  ~Thanks, Jennifer Breneman & Sarah Haskett 

FBC Congregation: 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministry at Camp Lake Louise. Campers 
began arriving June 19th and we have a full summer ahead of us. We are working hard 
to get projects finished including a fully remodeled Women's Bathhouse, new team 
building initiatives and a remodeled camp store. Please pray for the campers who will 
attend this summer. We look forward to seeing many of you in the upcoming months.  
~Jonathan & Chelsy Eaton 

Dear FBC Family: 
Thank you for the cards, calls and prayers during my grandmother's recent illness and 
death, and for the lovely funeral luncheon you hosted for my family. Your love and care 
for me was expressed in so many ways...and much appreciated. Thank you for 
'adopting' me as one of your own!  ~Shelley Page 

Dear FBC: 
Thank you for the flowers and thinking of us at this difficult time. 

~The Greiner Family 
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Date: July 1, 2016 
  

Sunday Schedule  

      9:30AM Worship Service  
     11:00AM Sunday School 
Communion served 1st Sunday of the Month 
In the spirit of our compassionate Christ, we are a family of 
growing believers serving all of God’s people in an ever-
changing world! 
 

If you do not wish to receive this mailing, please contact us to remove 
your name:  989-835-6731 or Email: office@midlandfbc.com 

Website:  http://www.midlandfbc.com 
Lara Heise: Lead Pastor (Cell: 815-690-8476) / Rich Williams: Discipleship Pastor (Cell: 989-859-3332) 
Jan Sutherland: Music Minister / Livingston Garland: Praise Team Leader 
 

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV. If you are interested in viewing our services, 
they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box Channel 191 at 2:00 PM Thursdays,  and on digital box Channel 191, at 7:30 PM, 
Wednesday evening. Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/    
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